the rule of the hospital that patients should not wear
their own clothes. They could only wear clothes pro-
vided by the hospital.

The operation was performed.1 It left Bapu very
weak. We passed some days in great anxiety. One day
Colonel Maddock came to Bapu and said : "I have
great pleasure in informing you that I have just received
an order for your release. Now you may stay here or
go, as you please. But, as a medical man my advice to
you is to stay here for a few days longer/' Bapu probably
said something in acceptance of this advice. But in the
same breath he said urgently to someone : "Take off
these clothes, and bring me my own* I can't bear these
clothes a moment longer now!"

I doubt if Bapu could have felt more upset if the
clothes he had been forced to wear had been woven
of thorns! It was only when he had put on clothes made
of Khadi so dear to him that he felt equal to speaking
to anybody.

65. BOOKS FOR THE MASSES
It was on February 5,1924, that Bapu was released
from Yeravda Jail. I, too, had finished my year's sentence
and proceeded to Poona to see him.
We had brought out a Gujarati primer for little
children called Chalangadi (the Go-cart). Its chief attrac-
tion lay in the fact that children could start reading
words after learning a few letters of the alphabet. Every
page was embellished with pictures of flowers and
1 On January 12,   1924.
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